
Regional Research Vessels 

foreseeable evolution 

G. Magnifico 

 

CNR, Rome, Italy,  

giuseppe.magnifico@cnr.it 

14th ERVO, 8-9 May 2012, Horta, Portugal 



2 

RRVs serve a crucial role in supporting science along the European 

coastal zone where the human impacts of development and resource 

use are greatest. 

 

A picture of the existing RRVs and their foreseeable evolution is 

necessary to define an effective strategic view of European Regional 

fleets. 
 

 Present situation of RRVs  

 (EurOcean_RV Infobase) 
 

 New/refit planned RRVs for the next 10 years 

 (Questionnaire) 

Introduction 
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 RRVs represent the 35% of the total European research 

vessels 
 

 15 operating countries 

RRVs present situation 

Current European research fleets composition (%) 
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 homogeneously 

distributed 

 

 more complete 

coverage in the 

northern European 

basins 

 

 more joint initiatives 

between countries in 

the northern regions 

RRVs distribution per country 
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the 65% is more than 20 years old 

RRVs age distribution 
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New/refit planned RRVs 

Several initiatives are operating to a significant renovation of the 

European regional fleets. 

 

20 new or refit vessels will be available during the next 10 

years with a significant rejuvenation of the regional fleet: 
 

 4 refits of existing vessels, 

 6 replacements of old with new vessels, 

 10 new vessels which will go to increase the vessel 

number. 
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Projects distribution per country   

	

1 
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Present status of projects 

less than 40% is in an advanced phase (order placed or finalised 

design), while a significant percentage is still at the pre-design 

phase 

	



Progression of the new RRVs 

 availability 

approximately the 74% of vessels would be ready in 2015, with a 

significant reduction of the fleet age 
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Principal features of new vessels 

 length roughly uniformly distributed, with a certain prevalence of  length 

greater than 40m 

 more than the 70% of vessels may host scientific teems of 10-20 units 

 almost all vessels assign special efforts to reduce radiated noise and 

vibration and to install the dynamic positioning 

 beside the most traditional equipment, both ADCP and multibeam are 

frequently installed on board 

 ROV and AUV of reduced dimension may operate in almost all vessels 
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New/refit planned RRVs 


